Chose -a Home inthe Midst
Reglon and Used the Old

of a Deserted Mining

d Shafts as

Readu-Made Graves.

] "I ‘
To the Fdltor of the Journal:

Cora Stafflehack's Statement, -

I first met George Staffleback In 1892, when I ivﬂ.s fourteen years old, and married him a few weeka later, In July

of that year.

plelons to Annle MeCombs, who lived nearby.

I dd mot know anything about, the Staffiebacl family then, but afterward learned a great deal
Very soon after our ma"rrlage I began to see and hear things, which horrified me.

In terror I spoke of my sus-

When the old woman heard I had told 1t she éame to my bed at nlght with a blg corn knife in her hand. I was
ewnkened by persons talking, and saw George and old ’\drs Staffieback standing by the bed. The old woman had the

corn knife In her hand and gald: "Had I better kill her, Gaorge?"

lesgon, and I képt sllent after that.

But George objected, and I was not killed. Georgs
told me 1 T did not keep my mouth shut I would be killed and thrown Into an old mining shaft,

This taught me a

There swas & great deal golfir on At the house that'I did not see, and did not want to see, and what things T saw

I kept to myself. I was é.]ws.ys afrald I would be killed, They watched me very closely, and when I talked to Annle

- McCombs or anybody gutside of the family I was harassed and threatensd for it. When we moved to Galena it was

worse, and when Charley Wilson began lving with 61d Mrs, Staffleback I was kept In constant dread. Mike, who

as the gamest one of the.boys;, had just servéd out a term in the Missour! Penllentiary for steallng a sult ot c]uthes.
‘llson had also served B term in the penitentiary for obtaining money under false pretences.

I had heard the boys and old ‘woman often talle of killing and robbing people, but never sap them klll anybody

until the night the two glirls were killed, I saw them run the pedler out the
shot flred, but never saw him sagain.

door-in his underclothes and heard a

The boys told/the old woman his body was down a shaft, and they dlvideﬂ gome of his’ jeweir}r and sald they

had burled the rest.
the shaft.

frightened, but did not say a word.

When the two bodles had been dropped down the old mining shaft George safd:

about this or'you 1 Eet me Into trouble, too.” T promised nof to tell 1t, and
EBtafMebacks were convieted of murdering: Gnlbrailh
think that T might be put there, too.

Tt was nearly two years ago when 1 saw Mike and Hd Staflleback throw the two girls down
George and T sneaked out to see what they were going to do, and he was sitting down on a lttle hill and
I was stooping over bes{da him when the bodles of the girls' were thrown down the deep 'ghaft,

I"was very badly

“Don't you ever:in'ihy r word
I never told It to a spul untll after the

1 was even ﬂ.ﬁ’ﬂ.‘ld to look into'that shaft, and would shudder to

The bld woman sajd she was a medium and witeh, and 1T ever told ahout a.nything I saw she would hoodoo

me, T was more afraid of Ber than I was of the boys.

The boys and Wilson were.all: afraid of the old woman, too.

Whenever anybody wauld make her mdd she woulﬂ ‘#et ber old corn knife, whigh hiing at'the head of her bed. "It
was larger than &nr hutuher knite 1. ever saw. and the old woman knew how to hiandle.it.

(Signad)

Tn this Ineubnting process the Stnffle
baeks learn many, things. They lonrn thot
no polleemnn dare venture Info the ueigh-
borhood after nl;hu‘n]l They ', ltnrn  the
teasibllity of dvagezing dead bodles to the
pits and tumbling them 'ln withont fear
of detection. They leupn the exfreme un-
Ikelthood of subgegpent lnqplllss

In time an addition of budrdg was built
to the log hut, It heélng ton bmnli to ne-
commadate the family and a viaitors

And then another man drifted into the
gang. It was Charles Wiigon, who pussod
a8 theWusband of Mother Nanee. "He was a
worthy recruit, Belng as bestiil n desper-
ado as his collengues, AR

Durlng the fltst year of "Mother Nance's"
reglme on Plckers Polnt, there wers two
mysterlons dlanppearances of mlnem who
had drawn thelr 'pay on Baturday and had
falled to report for work on' the following
Monday, Thq.ue disappenrances excited but
Iittle comment. elther among the citizend
or among tha miners. ‘'Probably -gone
awany'' to work somewhere else wda the
only comment.

Onpe day Ed and Milke Btaﬂehach eame
home with two young g{rls whom  they
had Induced to leave some emigrant wigons
passing through the town, Then the Stdf-
faback house became llveller than ever.
One of the glrls was named Allce and the
other Lllly.

After thls there were more robberies and
burgiaries, apd Mother Nance and ‘her fam-
ly appearad to have encugh money to lve
on comfortably. 1 25

About 7 o'clock one June evenlng, two
yenrs ago, mome visltors came to the Staf-
fleback house, Mike and Bd were absernt.
The men began to talk to the two young
girls, in the presence of Mother Nance ani
George. At midnlght Mike and Ed, who
had been on gomea robbery expedlition, came
home and found the visltors still there,
They ralsed a row andi the men went pway,
Aljee was lylng on the bed.

Mike Staffleback took off his coat and
rolled up hls gleeyes and made prepara-
tlons that the famlly peemed to under-
stand. i , :

“Now, we'll see ppme fun,” sald George
to. Cora, his wife, ke walked over to the
bed where Lhe young g:rl was Iylng.

“Get up, you — — —'" he'growled. The
girl didl not move fast enough to. suit him,
Suddenly he grabbed her by the throat
with both hands and sat on hgr chest,
His hands weie white with the tense grip
on the girl's neck.

For a few) momeutn she ltm;glec wul

Iy and then lay still. Thep the brute walked
oyer to, the corner of the room, got u club
and: stroek the uneonscions giel o fearful
blow qn' the temple, Fearlng ' that she
would bleed on the bed, e pulled her to
the floor and struck ber agaln and agdin,
utitll she was dead,

When Mlke frar. grabbed Allce, Lizale
beggn to seream. B Staffleback rushed
savagely, upon her, grabbed her by the
thront, and kept n tight grip on her peck
during the entire time that Mlke was klll-
Ing her ecompanipn, L

When Mike lind finished with Allee, Lilly,
ton, wu dead. In the meantime Motlier
Nunee had sat quletly looking en. Only
once ¢id she speak, and then It was to Ad-
monlsh the “hoys” to be careful and not to
upset the lamp,

After, murdering the two glrls, the mur-
dereprs wrapped. the bolles In sheets nnd
rolled thend under the bed, Here they lay
for an bour or two, untll the Stafflebacks
thonght the coast was clear. Then they
begin preparutions for the dh!pus!tlon of
the bodies.

Gieorge Staffleback and Cora, his wifs,
not huving any hangd In this particulny
erlme. went outside to wateh the procced-
Ings. “They occupléd a scat on. a llttle
knoll ‘some dlstance from the house.

In a short time the door of the Staffle-
back howde opened and Mlke appearsd
earrylng a white bundle on his ahoulder,
He was foilowed by Ed earr_vlng a slmilar
bundle.

With nolseless steps the two men bore
thelr spectral burdens down the dump. to
the old shaft. Mike'iald the one he was car-
rylng on the dump und helped his brother.
Ed fook the body by the hesd and Mike
by, the heels and swung it over Into the
nit. George nod Cora, sltting on the Httle
hill, could. hear far down the shaft the
deep-toned thump wae the body struck the
water, The other bundle wns also. swunhg
over, and all the Staffiebackd went Into the
house and to bed.

The next day severnl of the women be-
came seared and left the house. A few
nights afterward Mike Staffleback told
Mother Nance that it would bc & good
plan to remove the bodles, as somebody
might see them flonting, On the follow-
Ing night Mike removed the bodles to
Bome fafe spot. and up to the prmnt time
they haye not been located.

_Other women camie to live at Mother
Nance's house: nnd ‘the orgles on Plekm
Polnt went ;

‘One night about t‘l'r_o' ‘months l:ttu.tha’

"CORA! STAF’FLEBACK.

.

mu'rdu of the two girls, o Jewlsh pedler
made & visit to the StaWleback HMHouse.
e enlled to see n womnan 'nimed Trixie
whe formerly lived In Springiield, Mo.

He' Hodd & pedlet’s; lmck with hlm. When
he arrived. Cora Staffleback and Mother
Nange were géttlng supper..

The pcdler gave Trikie n.branntp[n goma
bead.u and scnrfp!n “han the pedler
rotired the Stufflebicks sow tim shove bl
pocketbook under Lis pillow.. Mike Staffle.
baak, with ‘o coll eye to ‘business, re-
mnrkad ' ¥ow must have a lot of money,
the

“.Ahout §15,""  the pcdler replied.

After mwhile everybody went to bed ex-
cept Mlke, Ed and Geporge Staffleback. For
about an bonr they watched and walted.
Then Mike sllpped; over to the bed where
the pedler was agleep and tried to pull
the cogt out from under his head,

The pedier, belng a light sleeper, aprang
up, and drew u pistol. Mlke ktocked It
from his band, Then the pedler ran out
of the house and down the road, with the
three Stafflebnacks after him.

In,a fesww moments there came the sound
of a shet. Then all was sllent. In about
kgl an hour the three Stafllebacks ecame
taeck to the house, Thuy bad the pedler's
pockethook,

They stood around the table and divided
the money, and finally quarrelled over It.
When' they got through quarreluns they
took the pedler's pack and threw it Into
the ghiaft where they liad thrown the body.
They did not return t.a the house unt!l near
maorning,

A few days afterward the woman Trixle
léft the houde, suylng that she wanted to
g0 before anybody else was killed.

And' so the plts around Plcker's Polnt
gradually became tenanted.

On June 18 of the pregent year, the
murder oceurred, for which three of the
Btafflebacks, Ed, Mike and George, will
hang, and for which Mother Nance will
guller ‘Hfe {mprisonment.

The men who work In the Galenn mlnes
gre pald on Batupdnys. Early In June
Emma Chapman, n marrled daughter of
Mother Nance, came to the Stuffleback
houde for a visit. On the 10th of the
month, which was Snturdny, she sent n
boy to the mine where a miner named
Frank Galbralth wes working, with a note.
Galbralth was down In the mine nt the
time, and the boy left the note for him ac-
cording to instructions,

Thls pote requested Gualbralth to call at
the Stafflleback house that nlght at 10
‘csnct. Galhmth. a!ter laylus ubmd a

,pet-red out at the group

cargo of miner's whiskey, went to the
bonse as instructed. The night wes windy
and the sky was full of tlying clouds thot
partlally obscured the moon.

Galbralth followed the road that winds
In dnd ount among the dumps, untll he
loeated the latr of  Mother, Nance. He
knocked. Mother Nance cume to the door.

“You ecan't come In here,” she snld: ‘'go
about your Lusiness."” Poor Galbralth went
awey and drank Some more whiskey., At 2
o'clock le returned.

Agaln Mother Nanece came to the door,
dislievelled and Irate. “I wafit to ses
Dmma," sald QGalbraith, who was very
drunk.

“L tell you ya can't coma In. Clean out,
yon fool."

Ingldé the room were Emmsa and Josie
Beck, Charlle Wilson and George Staffle
back. Ed Btnmlehnei: was sleeplng In a
shed near the house. Mother Nanee alw ays
kept f.'oru knife, which is something ltke &
Cuban machote, near the hed.

The old woman grabbed this wenpen and
ran Galbraith away from the door. *I'l)
cut ypur d—-d head off,” ghe screamed;
“go for him, boys."

This neted on the old crone’s brood ag
the blast of the horn to a pack of blood-
bonnds ~

“Til get him," shouted W!!l\on grabblng
hiszrevolver and starting after the fleclng
Galbralth: He. was followedl closely by
Geotge and ‘B Staffieback, and the thres
alisistunts  pressed ' the running  miner
closely.

Behind the quartet came Mother Nance,

Cora Staffleback and a womean named Ann -

MeCombs, who llved In the house. Fitty
yards down the road, Wilson fired &l the
drunk, but now tboroush!y seared man, nnd
missed. Then Ed Staffleback fired and
Galbralth put hls band to his slde and
staggered.

In twenty yards more he fell, but got
right up' agaln and ran’ on. He was &n
drunk that he could not run very fust, and
13d Staffleback ran up and put his revolver
to Galbraith's head and nred,

Galbratth threw his hand to his hend,
wlirted around and sank fo u's hands and
knees. “Mother Nance, who had been run-
ning very fust with her corn knife, now
came up and handed it to B4, He alaghed
it savagely ncross Galbralth's neck and the
deed was dope,

At this moment Ann MeComibs came up
und grabbing Hd by the arm sald: “Don’t
kill 'the! man.'"

“Let me nalone or I'll cat your throat,
too," sndrled Ed. Then  he handed the
knlfe to Mother Nanee, who wiped it on her
apron.

The two woman, Cora and Ann, felt alok,
end went away and lay down.in soma
weeds,  Presently one of them revived und
in the rond.
“They're pulling his elethes off,” she whis-
pered. Thie other looked.

Ed had taken the dead man by the
shoulders, George Staflleback tock one leg
and Wilson the other. Theyr carrled him
to an old shaft and threw hi'm [n. The
llstening girls heard the gplashea Just us
they bad heard many other splushes of a
glmillar nature, Then they went back to
the Louse,

Inrabout mo hour BEd Btaffleback came I.n
and asked for some ¢lean clothes, When
he'had got them and put them on, they all
sat aroupd the table and had a banguet
of [chile.

This was the Inst muorder known to have
been committed by ithese Inhuman degen-
d‘l‘tai. A. :nnnth Iater, on July 20, a

gtranger passing along the purlieas of
Plcker's Polut stopped and, after the man.
ner of sirangers, peered down one of the
old deserted shafts.

He saw & body Hoating on the surface of
the green, seummy water far below, It
was recoversd and was ldentified as that
of Galbralth.

The entire brood, with the exceptlon of
Mike, who wits absent when the Gaibralth
murdér was committed, wers brought to
trinl ten' days ago. Mrs. StafMeback and
George chose to be tried together. Bd took
& severance. George and HEd' Staffleback

ars to be hanged by the neck nntil they are
dead. Charles Wilson and Mother Nance

will go to prison for life.

Of the entire gang the old woman Is by
far the most Intercating. She is the penlns
of the family. She ls erafty and kesn ond
slxty-five years o/*. Under a mild de
meaner she concesls the fury of & devil,

During her trial she was interviewed by
n ieporter. When psked how she felt nt
the prospect of lifelong lmprisonment she
sald:

“If it 1s God's will, I am resigned,” and a
tear trickled from her eyel "1 was ralsed
o Christion, and, thank God, I hive dlways
been true to my rolsing. I used to touch a
class In the Sunday school of the Bpring
River Church. I am a Baptist, llke my
wother. If the boys have turoed out bad,
Il |s agninst my teachlng. I buve alwara
wigde It a rule all my. life to proy every
night before I go to bed, and I teught all
my ‘children to do the same. I they have
done wrong, let them suffer for their
crimes, but, before God, I gm innocent: Of
cunrse, If they sre banged 1 will be sorry
for them, but I will pray for the salvae-
tion of thelr souls, nl_i‘ﬂd'l will ba dono,”* i
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